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6 N 0 T E S 
M A I < I N C  D I S C I P L E S  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T  

our Mission: TO serve andunite those w e  touch wi th the Grace of God: 

We are now in the midst of Lent -that season of 
the church year when we walk with Jesus to the 
cross. Lent is a time to focus on our spiritual 
health. It begins with Ash Wednesday, reminding Holy Week begins on Palm, Passion Sun- us that each of us will die some day. We explore 
issues of temptation, suffering, and death. None day - March 28th. The choir will be at both the 

of these are easy issues, but as we walk with Je- 8:00 and 10:OO AM services. The service will 

sus to the cross, we find God's guidance and pres- begin in the Gathering Area as the Palm Sun- 

ence with us in our spiritual journeys. day story is told from the scriptures. Then, 
everyone will process into the sanctuary for the 
remainder of the service. 

During our worship services in Lent, we will "dress" 
the cross with symbols of Jesus passion and 
death. We have place "an old rugged cross" near 
the altar and add a symbol each week. Our 
thanks to Christy Sanders who is designing our Maundy Thursday - 7:00 PM. We will gather 
worship bulletins each week with the symbols: to worship in the sanctuary on this holy night 

that Jesus celebrated his Last Supper with his 
Ash Wednesday - the purple drape disciples. We will celebrate Holy Communion 

February 21 - crown of thorns 

February 28 - dice 

March 7 -whip 

March 14 - sponge 

March 21 - spear 

March 28 - palms 

April 1 - Maundy Thursday - towel and basin 

April 2 - Good Friday - nails 

as we remember how Jesus shared this meal 
with his friends. 

Good Friday - 7:00 PM. The choir and our 
youth will lead us in telling the story of Jesus' 
Passion and death through music and word as 
we travel the Stations of the Cross. 

You may want to take time during this Lenten sea- Easter Sunday - April 4 - Worship at 8:00 
son to read the story of Christ's passion and death and 10:OO AM. Once again we will have an 
in the gospels. Each of the gospels present a dif- Easter Breakfast in Fellowship Hall sewed prior 
ferent version of the story where you can find to the 8:00 AM service (and between services). 
these symbols as a part of the story. There are also plans for an Easter egg hunt for 

the children between services. 



&mlhc 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

At Annual Conference (statewide 
gathering of United Methodists) 
last May each congregation and 
each pastor were asked to de- 

velop plans for ministry. The plans will give us 
a focus for our ministry. 

The document that was presented to us at An- 
nual Conference states: "The Church is in need 
of transformation. Nobody argues the point. 
The statistics of the number of people choosing 
"none" as their religious preference keeps grow- 
ing.. .We all have people in our lives who were 
raised in a Christian church but have left either 
because of a bad experience or simply because 
the church ceased to be relevant to their life. 
We continue to lose on average 2,000 members 
per year. If something significant does not 
change, the trajectory for the United Methodist 
Church in Minnesota is not hopeful. And that 
would be a great loss. The United Methodist 
Church has a powerful expression of the gospel 
that is pertinent to the times we find ourselves 
in.. ." 

We need to be intentional in how we go about 
being the church and making the right changes, 
and to do that we need to develop plans for min- 
istry to give us a focus. So each church and 
each pastor are being required to develop minis- 
try plans. 

I must admit that at first I felt a bit like this was 
another program being forced on us from the 
folks upstairs. But the more I thought about it, 
the more I realized that it comes at a good time 
for us at Grace. We need to focus on where we 
are going. Do we want to grow? What is God 
calling us to do and be? 

Last summer I worked on my plan, knowing that 
it will have to be adapted once the church 
adopts its plan. The Church Council invited a 
small group which we are calling the 
"Congregational Ministry Team", to do the work 
of drafting a plan, using the format developed 
by the Annual Conference. This team includes 
Carol Greibrok, Joel Hartle, Susan Matsuura, and 
Tom Whirley. (I join them at their meetings). 
This group has had some wonderful conversa- 
tions about Grace and their dreams for our 
church. Carol reports their work to the Church 

Council, who then continues the conversation 
and has adopted several components that go into 
the plan. A mission statement was adopted last 
fall, and a vision statement was adopted at the 
February Church Council meeting: 

Our Mission: To serve and unite those we 
touch with the grace of God. 

Our Vision: Transforming lives to become the 
heart, hands, and feet of Jesus in the world. 

The next step is to develop SMART Goals 
(Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Relevant (to 
Vision, Mission, and Ministry Plan), and Time- 
Bound). We are hoping to be able to make the 
deadline of having our plan completed by March 
31. 

Please keep this important work of the church in 
your prayers. If you have any questions or in- 
sights, please feel free to speak to one of the 
members of the Congregational Ministry Team. 

Grace and peace, Mary Hurmence 

phase welcome our newest mem6ers 

Brian and Alvera Zenisek. Brian and Alvera 
joined Grace on February 21''. They live in Apple 
Valley. Brian joined on Reaffirmation of Faith 
and Alvera joined by letter of transfer from a 
United Methodist Church in Colorado. Brian 
works in aircraft maintenance and Alvera works 
as a sales associate. 

John and Mary Ernst joined Grace on February 
28th. They live in Burnsville. John joined by Re- 
affirmation of Faith. Mary joined by letter of 
transfer from a Lutheran Church in Bloomington. 
John is retired and Mary works in Finance with an 
electronics firm. 

Jill Schreiner is joining Grace on March 1 4 ~ ~ .  Jill 
is married to Tim Schreiner and they are the par- 
ents of Jeremy and Kelsey. Jill is joining the 
church by Reaffirmation of Faith. 

Greg Tomlinson is joining Grace on March 14'~. 
He is married to Jessica and they are parents of 
Leighla. Greg is joining the church by Reaffirma- 
tion of Faith. He is employed as a resource 
counselor. 



Ruth Voll 
The March meeting of the Ruth Voll Circle will be 
held at church on Wednesday, March 31 at 1 :00 
PM. Belva Benson is the hostess and Barb Milne 
will present the program. Join us if you care to be 
part of our active group. 

Ruth Voll Circle: Who are we? What do we do? 
Ruth Voll Circle is a group of women who enjoy 
meeting at the church every 4th Wednesday, at 
1 :00 PM. Each month we include devotions, a 
short program, dessert, and conversation. A big 
part of our missin is completing projects which help 
improve the lives of others. In 2009 members of 
our group: 

Studied Women of the Bible 
Had a summer picnic and sing-a-long 
Hand quilted a Dignity Quilt 
Made school bags 
Served a meal at Simpson's Shelter for women 
Contributed paper products to Emma Norton 
Baked pies with proceeds going toward a Grace 
landscaping project 
Made baby quilts for infant baptisms 
Contributed cash toward the Lewis House shel- 
ter 
Provided two families with a thanksgiving dinner 
Contributed cash at Christmas to CAC 
Sewed delicious food at varied church-related 
gatherings. 

This truly is a dedicated group of women! Would 
you like to join us? We welcome new members. 
Contact Marilyn Oliphant for more details. 

nay Light sal/iv\.g -Tiwe stavts 
Mavch 14 ... 

ceived this note from a member: 

Dear Pastor Mary, 
I just wanted you to know how 
much I appreciate the young 
people and the choir for visiting 
me at Christmas and Valentine's 
Day. It is so nice to be remem- 

\e r ed! Sincerely, Greta Hendricks ) 
You may want to start looking through the 
Camp Minnesota brochures to plan a summer 
ad,venture. You'll find the brochures near the 
bulletin board in the narthex. Many wonderful 
retreats and camping opportunities are offered 
for youth, adults and families. How about a 
Treehouse Excursion, Drama Camp, or a 5-day 
River Trek Camp? The possibilities are almost 
endless. You can check it out at their website 
www.campminnesota.org. 

March 5 Verna and Charles Borgman 881-0895 
March 12 Arla Mae and Bill McNeff 890-1390 
March 19 Bob and Connie Luck 435-5305 
March 26 Marion and Ralph Geddes 435-7848 

If you have questions call Aria Mae McNeff, 952- 
890-1 390. 



Thg Gift of eastgr Flowgrs 
Would you would like to give an Easter plant as a 
living gift or memorial for a loved one to beautify 
our altar garden on Easter Sunday? You may 
place your order beginning in March. Please watch 
the bulletins for more information in the coming 
weeks. If you should have any questions please 
contact Cindy Hayward. 

A new group is forming for Parents of 
Young Children. 
During February, parents of young children began 
meeting together to explore the possibilities of get- 
ting together for support and fun. This new group is 
being offered to parents of children ages 0 - 5 
years old. (Those ages are meant to be a guideline 
only!) Their first planned activity was snow tubing 
at Buck Hill on Sunday, February 28. See article 
below for a fun activity planned for March 28. 

If you would like to learn more about this opportu- 
nity, contact Pastor Mary. All are invited to come 
and make new friends! 

Attention Parents of Young Children 
(birth to 5 years old) 
Parents and children will be gathering for a day of 
Easter fun on Sunday, March 28th! We will meet 
right after church at 11 :00 AM for a lunch potluck 
(bring your favorite dish to pass). We will then 
have an Easter Egg Hunt and decorate Easter 
cookies. It is sure to be a great time for parents 
and children! Please join the fun! Contact 
Leah Redington with questions 952-220-3268. 

Emma Norton Services Benefit 
March 14 

Emma Norton Services, a United Methodist mis- 
sion that provides transitional and permanent 
housing with support services to homeless 
women and their children in the Twin Cities, in- 
vites you to attend a benefit performance of 
Painting Churches by Tina Howe on Sunday, 
March 14, at the Park Square Theatre, 20 W. 
7th Place, St. Paul, MN. The performance be- 
gins at 7:00 PM. "When Mags returns home to 
help her aging, eccentric parents pack up their 
Beacon Hill house in Boston, she suddenly sees 
them in a new light. A moving portrait that ex- 
plores family ties, Painting Churches is filled 
with moments of bravado, mischief, and intimate 
memories." 

ALL TICKETS ARE FREE. However, a free-will 
offering will be taken to benefit Emma Norton 
Services. Seats will be distributed on a first- 
come, first-served basis. For reservations and 
further information, please call Paula at 651- 
224-1329 by March 8, or visit their website 
parkssuaretheatre.org. Running time: Approx. 
2 hours 15 minutes 

Update from the Congregational 
Ministry Team (CMT) 
Since the Church Council approved our mission 
statement "To Serve and Unite Those we 
Touch with the Grace of God" last fall, CMT 
has been working on a vision statement for 
Grace Church. The CM Team is excited to an- 
nounce that on February 16 the Church Council 
approved the following vision statement: 
"Transforming Lives to Become the Heart, 
Hands, and Feet of Jesus in the World." The 
team is currently working on three SMART 
(specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, and 
time-bound) goals as part of the Congregational 
Ministry Plan to present at the March Church 
Council meeting. If you have questions or com- 
ments for the Congregational Ministry Team 
please call Carol Greibrok, Joel Hartle, Susan 
Matsuura, or Tom Whirley. 



Shared Interest Groups 

Book Club: Please join us on Thursday, March 
18, as we discuss the book "Sarah - Book of the 
Canaan Trilogy" by Marek Halter, translated by 
Howard Curtis. We'll meet at Nelli Mattis' home, 
16349 Harvard Drive, Lakeville. Please call her if 
you have questions or need directions, 952-432- 
1003. 

Food and Fellowship: See article elsewhere in 
Grace Notes entitled "Grace Dinner Group." 

Yoga Group: Join us Monday evenings at 
church from 6:OO-7:00 PM. 

Walking Group: Watch for details in a future bul- 
letin. 

Movie Night: Please join us while we watch this 
month's movie, "The Cave of the Yellow Dog." 
We'll meet at church, Monday, March 15, at 7:00 
PM. April's movie will be "The Story of Weeping 
Camels." 

Men's Group: Join us Fridays at 6:15 AM at the 
Lakeville Cracker Barrel. 

Culture and Cuisine: Mark your calendars for 
March 14 - yes it's a Sunday. The Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in Minneapolis is sponsoring a 
concert called "Pipe Parade." Two local organists 
join forces for a creative organ concert complete 
with video transmission, an organ crawl, contest, 
prizes, and pizza to follow. The show begins at 
4:00 PM. There is a pre-concert introduction to 
Maria Bucka and Timothy Strand that begins at 
3:30 PM. This is a free concert. We'll meet at our 
church at 2:45 PM. Bethlehem Lutheran is lo- 
cated at 4100 Lyndale Ave So in Minneapolis. 
We have a lot of other great activities coming up 
in the next couple months, so keep watching the 
bulletin and Grace Notes for more details. 

Snow Sports: Contact Valerie Webber (952- 
898-271 0, (valeriew@frontiernet.net) to sign up 
and get details about our next outing! 

YOUTH NEWS 
FEBRUARY RECAP 
This past Valentine's Day the youth at Grace 
baked Valentine's cookies! We got off to a 
little bit of a slow start because I forgot the roll- 
ing pin! Fortunately Cynthia and her friend 
brought one and saved the day! Once we had 
the rolling pin, there was no stopping us. We 
were rolling the dough, cutting out heart 
shapes, working the oven, frosting, sprinkling, 
and bagging up the cookies. Once we had the 
final product the youth made a few stops drop- 
ping cookies off at homes throughout Burns- 
ville. It was a fun and loving Valentine's after- 
noon! 

Worln'lzg or1 tlze cooln'es: Cj~rithia Koe~igsberg, 
Ihyla, Nick Perln'ris, Sheriduri I(anzpnzariri, and 
Jeff Lewis. 

MARCH 

Mark your calendars! This year's 30 Hour 
Famine is March 19-2oth. The youth will begin 
fasting (on their own) Friday at 7:00 AM. We 
will break the fast Saturday at 1 :00 PM. This 
year's famine lock-in will begin Friday night at 
6:00 PM and will wrap up around 2:00 PM 
Saturday afternoon. The fundraising packets 
are now in, see Pat to pick one up. Continue 
to check the bulletin for more details. 



2010 Pledge Campaign Results and 
Church Financial Position 

The pledge campaign for the 2010 year has been 
completed and a total of $1 95,997 has been 
pledged to Grace for 201 0 by 93 giving units. 
Your gifts to the church are very much appreci- 
ated both through pledges and from regular con- 
tributions from members that don't wish to pledge. 
The amount raised in the campaign was a de- 
crease of $8,665 from the 2009 campaign. 2009 
expenses for Grace were $262,000 not including 
apportionments (the amount due the Greater 
Methodist Church and its programs). Grace has 
been unable to pay its apportionments for the last 
2 years. While some of the $262,000 in ex- 
penses are covered by non-pledge revenue, the 
church loss for 2009 was $1 5,481 and our unre- 
stricted cash balance at the end of 2009 was 
around $1 7,000. At the current pace the church 
would likely be out of cash by early 201 1. The 
Finance committee and the Church Council are 
looking for additional revenue sources and ways 
to cut expenses but this communication is being 
made to make sure the congregation is fully in- 
formed of the church's financial position. 

Grace Dinner Group 
The Food and Fellowship 
Group has now been more 
aptly named the "Grace 
Dinner Group." We meet 
on the 3rd Saturday eve- - 
ning of each month for in- 

home dinners. The hosts plan and prepare the 
entree with guests contributing complementary 
dishes. Consider joining the group to enjoy the 
great food and stimulating conversation. '. 
The March 20 dinner will be at the home of John 
and Nancy Guy, 8750 Highwood Way, Apple Val- 
ley. We'll meet at 6:30 PM. If you'd like to be in- 
cluded or have questions, please call Jean 
Osborn at 952-898-3708. 

Congratulations to Matt and 
Janelle Anderson on the birth of 
their triples, Lillian (5# I oz), 
Theresa (5# 90z), and Elliot (5# 
Ooz). 

Congratulations to Brian and Darcie 
(Neumann) Moehnke on the birth of Grace 
Elizabeth on January 21 in Rochester. Grand- 
parents are John and Peggy Neumann. 

Special thanks to everyone who provides 
beautiful music for us during our worship ser- 
vices. 

Thanks to Bob Luck for keeping our side- 
walks shoveled and maintained. We appreci- 
ate it! 

The Missions/Outreach Committee would like 
to thank the congregation 

MISS for it's overwhelming sup- 
REP0 port for Haiti. We collected 

$3300 in 3 weeks and the 
check was immediately sent to UMCOR. 
100% of this money will go directly to the 
needs of the people in Haiti. UMCO does not 
keep any of the money for their administrative 
needs. The official count for the health kits is 
90 and we have enough supplies to make at 
least 15-20 more. The health kits are first 
headed to Austin and they will be driven to the 
distribution site in Illinois. There have been 
additional weekly offerings that will be calcu- 
lated and another check will be sent to UM- 
COR. 

PROJECT 
HOMELESS Project Homeless 

N E ~ T  Connect - Monday, 
MIMMEAPOLIS/ 
WENNEPIN COUNTY 

March 29, 10:30 AM- 
4:00 PM. Help end 

homelessness one person at a time. volun- 
teers still needed. Training sessions are one 
and one-half hours. Volunteers must be at 
least 18 years old. Check their email for train- 
ing dates: www. homelessconectminneapolis. 
org. Contact Janet Barnes (952-898-3635 or 
Ijb@frontiernet.net) if you have questions or 
would like to sign up to be a part of the group 
going from Grace UMC. 






